Irish text for the voiceover.

Northern Ireland Residential Agency Team of the Year

December 2007 saw the merger between BTWShiells and the Eric Cairns Partnership to form BTWCairns. The merger has provided a wider professional skill base and increased professional instructions, which, along with innovations such as an online appointment booking system, has resulted in the sale of  more than 390 units at the Titanic Quarter. 

Irish Residential Agency Team of the Year
Savills sold 987 new homes and 460 secondhand homes this year. It sold more houses in January and February this year than it did in the entire previous year. The judges were impressed with Savills response to the tough market conditions when they re-launched Crescent in Ashtown, with guide prices lower than the launch price.

Industrial Agency Team of the Year

Jones Lang LaSalle’s team has introduced a range of new tactics to complete deals in a tougher market, including an online marketing channel – www.jlltv.ie – to promote client properties. It carried out 145 deals totalling around 200,000 sq m and also increased its consultancy fee income by 40% - an important revenue stream in a difficult market. 

The Office Agency Team of the Year

CB Richard Ellis is a dominant force and this year caught the headlines with deals such as the letting of 15,500 sq m to State Street Bank at Sir John Rogerson’s Quay. It transacted nearly 136,000 sq m in 91 deals, and its nine fee-earners brought in a hefty income per head.

Retail Agency Team of the year

Savills Ireland’s busy year saw it involved as letting agent on six major schemes such as the Park, Carrickmines. It advised Ireland’s oldest department store operator, Arnotts, on its successful planning application for its Dublin store redevelopment. The 20-strong team also advised Multi Development on the letting of Victoria Square in Belfast.

Investment Agency Team of the year

Savills Ireland’s five fee-earners advised on more than €1.7bn of deals this year, including the €70m forward-funding of the Brunel Building and the sale of the second phase of the Park, Carrickmines, for €104m. It also won the instruction to sell the Liffey Valley Shopping Centre for more than €330m. The judges thought that Savills had given the best advice to their clients during an extremely difficult period.

Northern Ireland Commercial Agent of the Year

Belfast-based BTW Shiells opened a London office this year as it continues to advise some of the wealthiest Irish and UK investors. Having made a name for itself in 2006, when it advised a consortium of buyers on the purchase of Fosse Park, Leicester, it followed it up this year advising on the £250m acquisition of Frenchgate Shopping Centre in Doncaster.

Northern Ireland Residential Development of the Year

Turnus – a partnership between developers Cusp and the Kennedy Group – is on site with £100m mixed-use development St Anne's Square, beside St Anne's Cathedral in Belfast's Cathedral Quarter. The scheme is set to open next summer and will form a vital part in the wider regeneration of the Cathedral Quarter area.

Northern Ireland Commercial Development of the Year

Arguably the most anticipated event of the year in Northern Ireland was the opening of Multi Development and CGI’s Victoria Square. The 800,000 sq ft scheme, anchored by House of Fraser, has had a strong nine months of trading and is expected to revolutionise the retail pitch in Belfast, as well as stopping the leakage of retail spend from the province.

Occupier of the Year

Tesco Ireland has continued to grow aggressively in Ireland, despite the economic downturn. In October the supermarket operator opened its first ‘eco-store’ in a 30,000 sq ft unit in Tramore, County Waterford, which it says will use 45% less energy than a conventional supermarket of a similar size. The growth plan has been based on the €70m 750,000 sq ft distribution unit it opened in Donabate, north of Dublin, in April 2007.

Green award

Eircom’s new HQ, near Heuston station, has a double-skin façade and building management system designed to give a 50% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. It has excellent transport links through Heuston station, the Luas, bus corridors and the road network, while the area has a good mixture of residential, leisure and cultural amenities.

Irish Funding Partner of the year

Ulster Bank is by a long stretch one of the biggest banking partners of Irish entrepreneurs and backed the regeneration of Titanic Quarter in Belfast and the residential development boom in Northern Ireland.

Irish Investor of the Year

Established residential developer Cosgrave Developments continues to hold its own in a vastly changed Irish residential market and has generated ambitious plans for an 800-home scheme at Dun Laoghaire Golf Club. The company came to the attention of the UK market after buying 50,000 sq ft of shops in Romford, Essex, and a block in Oxford Circus, central London, for £86.5m.

International Property Achievement

Treasury Holdings’ managed vehicle, Real Estate Opportunities, made headlines around the world with its Rafael Vinoly-designed plans for the Battersea Power Station redevelopment. Its Chinese Real Estate Opportunities vehicle began another major £360m development in Qingdao, north-east China. Its operations in Russia, Sweden, Germany and Spain were expanded, leading to global development portfolio of more than 25m sq ft.

Irish Property Deal of the Year

Securing US bank Citi as a tenant would have been a coup, but completing the 90,000 sq ft deal at the height of the credit crunch was a significant deal for Harcourt Developments at Titanic Quarter in Belfast. The bank agreed a rent of more than £12/sq ft.

Irish Commercial Development

Eircom’s Dublin HQ at Heuston South Quarter is a focal point of the development. The nine-storey building, noted for its sustainability credentials, was designed by Anthony Reddy Associates. It was also subject to one of the largest sale-and-leaseback deals in 2006, which freed up capital for Eircom to re-invest in its core business.

Residential Development of the year

Cork’s tallest building, the Elysian, next to Cork City Hall, is regarded as one of the city’s most luxurious residential developments. Developer O’Flynn Construction launched the 17-storey scheme in April this year to much acclaim and its 212 flats have attracted significant buyer interest, despite the tougher market.  

Northern Ireland Developer of the Year

Dutch developer Multi made headlines when it moved into Northern Ireland to undertake the province’s biggest retail development ever in Belfast. Victoria Square opened with great fanfare in March. Multi and its funding partner, CGI, attracted a host of global retailers including House of Fraser.

Irish Developer of the year

Joe O’Reilly’s Chartered Land secured a major tenant when BCM Hanby Wallace agreed to take 150,000 sq ft at Chartered Land's 2 Grand Canal Square in Dublin. It also had success in the retail arena when it submitted a planning application for the redevelopment of the Carlton Cinema site after a protracted land assembly process.

Property Personality of the Year

Accountant John Ronan has been involved in the Irish property market for more than 30 years and founded Treasury Holdings with Richard Barrett in 1989. As tenacious, ambitious and hard working as counterpart Barrett, the art lover Ronan has made a name for himself spearheading Treasury’s developments and investments.

