loom to bloom

Feature Column with LED Lighting and Water Pump
The columns offer a ‘gateway’ feature to the entrance of each boardwalk
and the intention is that these are illuminated at night with a
corresponding colour to the planted strips that they represent.
There is potential for ‘arts funding’ or sponsorship for this particular part of
the design or even an opportunity for local manufacturers to showcase
their products.
A funnel at the top of the column would collect rainwater which could
then be pumped from the base by the public to create a misting effect
over the entrances to the boardwalks

The Seed Capsules
People visiting the site can truly interact with the installation and
become a part of the seeding process by purchasing one of these
capsules from the entrances to the boardwalks.
The idea is that you would place a small donation into the vending
machine to obtain your capsule. In the capsule you will find a small
amount of seed and a receipt. The receipt will tell you what you are
planting and will also provide a link to a website where you can
follow the progress of the project througout the year.

Documentation
An important part of this project is the documentation of the installation.
We propose that this will be done in a number of ways.

Once you have your seed capsule you enter the site along the
corresponding boardwalk, pick a place and throw the seed!

Firstly the project will be documented throughout its life span with a time
lapse camera or webcam positioned in a suitably elevated position from
the Chips building. This will allow people who have participated in the
project to follow its growth by following a link on the New Islington
Website where a page will explain and document its progress.
Secondly, we proposed that the activities and implementation by local
groups is documented on the information boards on the main deck. This
should build up a picture of what has happened to achieve the project as
well as documenting the actual species used and the fauna that it attracts.

Information Boards
The boards will provide information about the projects inception and the
people who are involved in it but will also provide opportunities to
document activities and initiatives that have helped the project grow
throughout the year.
They also offer opportunities to educate people about the species of flora
that have been planted and even the fauna that they attract.
To supplement this information basic instructions can be provided at the
entrances to the boardwalks.

Planting
We propose to use Cornfield mixtures which are composed of annual
species that will flower in the first summer after sowing and for this reason
they are useful where a colourful result is required in a short time.
Cornfield mixtures work on most soil types and, unlike meadow mixtures,
do well on fertile soils. Contrasting soils and different sowing dates will
however produce different results and no two sowings are ever the same.
Autumn sowings produce a mass of flowers in June with corn cockle,
poppy and cornflower most abundant. Spring sowings favour corn
chamomile and corn marigold, producing a later and extended flowering
period.
After flowering, cornfield annuals produce abundant seed and if left uncut
the plants ultimately die with the autumn frosts.

loom to bloom

Feature Column with LED Lighting and Water Pump
- tapping into natures resources

Cornflower species for instant colour
The Seed Capsules - Get involved in the
process by purchasing one from the
vending machines!

Information Boards evolve to document
munity groups
the progress and the community
that have been involved

Documentation - Timelapse cameras film the
process that can be followed on a designated
part of the New Islington web-site

